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Letter From the President
Over the past two months, I have been fortunate to observe the
herculean efforts of investigators across the translational spectrum
as they tackle COVID-19. Watching a clinical trial move from
concept through design, funding, FDA approval, IRB approval,
data system creation, and investigational drug distribution all the
way to first patient enrolled in less than two weeks is awe
inspiring. That trial has already enrolled half the planned sample,
which is extraordinary. This is just the tip of the iceberg. Some of
the world’s greatest statisticians are developing new methods to
analyze the data being produced by these trials so we can learn
faster without drawing false conclusions.
Informaticists are working day and night to provide ways of coding patient outcomes from
electronic health records, and to create massive scale harmonized datasets for discovery
analytics. Investigators and coordinators are finding new ways to interact with patients to
talk to them about research and gather data. Regulatory scientists and oversight bodies
are adapting systems and processes for eConsent and no-touch trial protocols while
ensuring all research, not just that related to the pandemic, continues to protect
participants. Across the translational spectrum, investigators are studying the health
inequities that are arising because of COVID-19, the mental health consequences of living
through a global pandemic, the basic pathophysiology of disease, and so much more.
The mobilization of science to mitigate the crisis is astounding. Equally astounding is the
duality about science evolving in the public eye – hailed as heroes yet rebuffed with
disbelief. The situation is exacerbated by a lack of trust, the level of scientific literacy, and
a tendency to favor speed over knowledge in the context of a rapidly emerging infectious
disease. I believe our moral obligation is to be arbiters of the truth – to develop or test
hypotheses with the goal of finding the right answer, not just any answer, and to
disseminate this new knowledge in meaningful ways. Never before has this been more
important. This can require difficult decisions about the work we pursue, and how we
communicate about it. At this time of global uncertainty, it is incumbent upon us to be
ambassadors of rigorous science. From a fireside chat with (less than 10) neighbors, to
redirecting the media, this is our opportunity to help guide the global understanding about
this disease.
We have an opening to engage the public in a dialogue about the scientific method and
why it is the fastest, safest, most effective way to learn the truth about SARS-CoV-2, and
how to prevent and treat the devastating disease it causes. It is our chance to make a
difference not just for this pandemic, but in how the global community perceives clinical
and translational research. We should take this opportunity to stress the importance of
research training programs spanning the learning lifespan, and the wisdom of supporting
the institutions that have pivoted with astonishing pace to meet the challenge of COVID19. Sustained support for our scholars and consistent funding for enabling infrastructure
and technologies are foundational to our capacity to find solutions to the world’s grand
challenges.

Inspired by your commitment to solving the problem of COVID-19, I am humbled to serve
as this year’s President of ACTS. I look forward to working with you to execute on our joint
missions of advocacy, education, and collaborative research. I am excited to build from this
crisis and to keep the spotlight on clinical and translational research for securing a
healthful global future.
Christopher John Lindsell, PhD
President ACTS

Translational Science 2020
TS20 Virtual Session Recordings Now Available
Recordings from our virtual meeting are now
available online for free!
Don't miss out on the valuable programming from
this year's abbreviated scientific
event. Simply visit the Translational Science
Recording Store* to explore the complimentary
recordings.
* Please note that you must have an ACTS member or guest account to gain access to the
sessions. Once you've selected your desired recordings, a confirmation email will be sent
with links to view them.

ACTS Career Center
The ACTS Career Center is the premier resource for

connecting those in the field of translational science
with career opportunities.Visit today to find a wealth
of resources to help achieve your career goals.
ACTS members receive a 50% discount on the site-use code ACTSMEMBER to save!

Get Started Today!

Journal of Clinical and Translational Science

Volume 4 / Issue 2 of the Journal of Clinical and
Translational Science is available online!
JCTS's mission is to provide a forum for the rapid
communication of topics of interest and relevance to

the large and diverse community of clinical and
translational scientists with the goal of improving the
efficiency with which health needs inform research
and new diagnostics, therapies, and preventive
measures reach the public. The Association for
Clinical and Translational Science has partnered
with the American Physician Scientists Association
(APSA) and the Clinical Research Forum (CRF) to
support the growth and development of JCTS.
Submit your article today to be featured in future
issues of JCTS!

Translational Science Today

UK Researchers Will Lead Study of COVID-19 Immunity
University of Kentucky researchers have launched antibody testing that will help to
understand what immunity to COVID-19 really means. Several research labs and
core facilities within UK's Colleges of Medicine and Pharmacy will be testing the...
Read more
uknow.uky.edu
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