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News From the Hill: August 3, 2018
Prior to adjourning for the August recess, the
House Energy & Commerce Committee’s
Subcommittee on Health held hearing on the
implementation of the 21st Century Cures Act.
The w itnesses testifying before the
Subcommittee w ere the NIH Director, Dr.
Francis Collins, and the FDA Commissioner, Dr.
Scott Gottlieb. Both the Subcommittee members
and the w itnesses touted the success of
“Cures” during their remarks. In particular, the
dedicated additional funding for flagship
initiatives at NIH (the Cancer Moonshot, the
Precision Medicine Initiative, the BRAIN
Initiative, and Regenerative Medicine) provided
by Cures w as identified as a major driver of progress. For FDA, flexibility in clinical trial design and advancement of
the Patient-Focused Drug Development Initiative w ere discussed as notable highlights during the hearing.
The Senate did not adjourn for the traditional summer recess period and is staying in session to make progress on a
number of outstanding items. The legislative agenda outlined by Senate leadership for the next few w eeks includes
passing the chamber’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2019 appropriations bills in a series of minibus packages. In this regard, the
Senate recently passed “minibus 2,” w hich included the spending bills for FDA, the Department of Transportation,
and the Environmental Protection Agency. For many agencies and programs, the Senate-passed bills continue the
recent trend of incremental funding increase coupled w ith an absence of controversial policy riders. As an
acknow ledgement of the bipartisan and collaborative nature of the ongoing appropriations process, minibus 2
passed 92 – 6. The Senate’s FY 2019 Labor-HHS-Education spending bill is expected to be coupled w ith the
Department of Defense spending bill later in August.
The leadership of the Senate Appropriations Committee has branded the bipartisan progress on annual spending bills
as a “return to regular order.” How ever, as Congressional Republicans w ork to finalize FY 2019 appropriations, the
White House continues to threaten forcing a government shut dow n w hen the new fiscal year begins on October
1st. Further complicating the legislative efforts of Congress w as the administration’s recent promulgation of rules to
allow the entry of bare-bones (non ACA compliant) health plans into the marketplace. On a policy level, the move
has been decried by stakeholders across the spectrum as a further attempt to destabilize insurance markets, w hile
on a political level the move w ill likely stimulate a great deal of debate and partisan maneuvering heading into the
November elections.
Read more on the ACTS Advocacy Blog.

Journal of Clinical and Translational Science

Volume 2 / Issue 1, February 2018 of the Journal of
Clinic al and Translational Sc ienc e was published
online in July 2018.
JCTS's mission is to provide a forum for the rapid
c ommunic ation of topic s of interest and relevanc e to
the large and diverse c ommunity of c linic al and
translational sc ientists with the goal of improving the
effic ienc y with whic h health needs inform researc h
and new diagnostic s, therapies, and preventive
measures reac h the public . The Assoc iation for
Clinic al and Translational Sc ienc e has partnered with
the Americ an Physic ian Sc ientists Assoc iation (APSA)
and the Clinic al Researc h Forum (CRF) to support the
growth and development of JCTS.

Submit your article today to be featured in
future issues of JCTS!
Visit https://mc .manusc riptc entral.c om/jc ts

Translational Science Today

New UTHSC institute tackles health of Southerners
Two researchers at the University of Tennessee Health Science Center will lead a
new institute that aims to address health inequities, citing Census Bureau data
showing that the South has a minority population with high levels of health issues.
Read more
www.bizjournals.com
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