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ACTS Leadership Profile: Michael J. Lichtenstein, MD, MSc

Establishing successful sustainable research and science education
programs is Dr. Michael Lichtenstein’s career focus. Dr. Lichtenstein
serves as the co-Principal Investigator for the San Antonio Institute for
the Integration of Medicine and Science (IIMS), the academic home for
the University of Texas (UT) Health Science Center at San Antonio’s
NIH-funded Clinical and Translational Science Award.

Within the IIMS Dr. Lichtenstein is responsible for the Research
Education, Training, and Career Development programs and directs
the Office of Research Education and Mentoring (OREM). In 2010 Dr.
Lichtenstein rejoined the Board of the Association for Clinical Research
Training as the President-Designate - in this role he was intimately
involved with the leadership teams from the Association for Patient
Oriented Research and the Society for Clinical and Translational
Science to successfully merge the three organizations into the
Association for Clinical and Translational Science (ACTS) in 2013.
Through the merger process, Dr. Lichtenstein has served as ACTS
President-Designate in 2013-2014, and will serve as ACTS President in 2014-2015.

The past year has been one of continual change for the clinical and translational science community.
The Institute of Medicine report and shifts in CTSA program direction have required ACTS to remain
nimble, responsive, and proactive. The new ACTS Board of Directors has invested its time in norming,
reaching out, and providing opportunities for clinical and translational scientists to convene,
collaborate, and move their fields forward. Looking ahead to the next 12 months it is imperative for
ACTS to diversify its membership base and activate its committees — we need to effectively engage in
our core mission “to improve the efficiency with which health needs inform research and new
therapies reach the public.”

Dr. Lichtenstein’s primary accomplishments have been in establishing graduate research education
programs in San Antonio. In 2001 he led the team that created the San Antonio Masters of Science in
Clinical Investigation Degree, the first non-departmentally based program at the UT Health Science
Center. Over the past thirteen years, 114 research professionals from diverse backgrounds have
earned the Masters Degree. In 2011, Dr. Lichtenstein coordinated development of a joint Translational
Science PhD between the UT Health Science Center and three other academic components of the UT
System (UT San Antonio, UT Austin, and UT School of Public Health). The Translational Science PhD
has been very competitive, and will have 15 students as of the Fall 2014 semester. The PhD program
opens up the graduate catalogues of the four UT components, allowing students and supervising
committees to tailor training experiences to support the dissertation research beyond discipline
specific bounds. It has been a joy to work with the Masters and PhD students and observe their
careers creatively unfold.

For Dr. Lichtenstein, the annual Translational Science meeting has been an essential forum to network
with and learn from other Research Education and Career Development professionals. Discussions,
workshops, and poster presentations regarding format and delivery of curriculum, competencies, and
education evaluation are keys to assuring San Antonio’s continued program success. As technologies
and learning platforms/methods rapidly evolve, it's exciting to contribute to the growing experience
and body of knowledge focused on how to prepare a diverse workforce for successful clinical and
translational science careers. Through ACTS membership, research educators actively work together,
assuring that their programs are pace setters, not just aligning with, but leading change in training
the nation’s bioscience investigative workforce.
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